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It was said that a flock of ducks flew into the 
motors and forced an aircraft down on the Hudson 
River. Could they have been Taliban Ducks?   

YARLOOP POST OFFICE NEWS 
First of all let me say thank you to 

everyone who has continued to support their 
local post office and Lotteries West.  It was 
difficult decision to purchase these marginal 
businesses however, I now know after my 
discussion with both these organizations to 
approve my purchase, the facilities only 
continue to be provided to Yarloop as 
community outlets because of their long 
history in our town.  Also thank you to all 
who supported the relocation of these 
General Store facilities to their current 
location which will continue to improve as 
the Yarloop Workshops continues with its 
plans to become self-funding.  For those 
who have not visited us yet we encourage 
you to support your local businesses that 
provide local employment and essential 
services for Yarloop to prosper. 

Our phone and fax number remains the 
same 0897335018.  We are currently 
upgrading the Lotteries West terminal to 
ADSL, which will improve its speed and 
reliability.  Many of our Yarloop 
organizations benefit from grants from 
Lotteries West.  Currently 30 cents in every 
dollar is returned this way.  Join a 
syndicate!  Sixty-two cents in every dollar is 
for prizes ands the remaining eight cents for 
its administration, which includes outlets 
such as this one.  The Scratch N Win tickets 
are part of this. There are new Scratch N 
Win games out now! 

Coming soon:  We have already started 
to increase our range in line with items sold 
by Post Offices and some stationary 
supplies are now available here.  Soon to 
arrive will be West Coast and Dockers 
football-shaped moneyboxes but get in early 
as the supplies are limited.  We have applied 
to be able to do local business banking with 
instant deposit of funds into your account 
and faster cheque clearances.  There are no 
additional charges.  We are an agency of the 

Commonwealth Bank and most cards except 
ANZ can make withdrawals here.  Post Boxes 
are available now. 

The billpay logo on any of your bills means 
they can be paid locally and you can also do 
many other things such as licence renewals, 
rego, police clearances, fishing licences, 100-
point checks and even pay your fruit fly licence 
here.  Just ask before you drive elsewhere. 

The Post Office and Lotteries West hours 
officially are 9 am to 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm to 
5 pm weekdays excluding Public Holidays.  
Saturday morning trading 9 am to 12 noon will 
only continue if the business is sufficient to 
cover costs.  The Post Box is cleared as close to 
5 pm as possible weekdays and is now located 
at the junction of Barrington Knight road and 
Railway Parade. 

We also hold keys and booking information 
for the Yarloop Hall and recreation center 
however, all bookings are currently done direct 
with the Harvey Shire.  Hire of tables and 
chairs must also be done this way however 
local community groups can still arrange to 
borrow such items with shire approval. 

As I am still working as manager part time 
for the Workshops Rosie and Gail still work 
their usual hours on Tuesdays or Wednesdays 
and Friday afternoon.  Best regards Ron 
Sackville 

1 

Greetings to all from the Yarloop Police 
Station. 

ISSUES AROUND TOWN 
TRAFFIC:  Well New Year is here and 

with it comes a variety of issues that have 
become apparent with regard to traffic matters 
in Yarloop and Cookernup. 

It is becoming apparent that a number of 
motorists have not much regard for speed 
limits. 

Driving at excess speed is one of the main 
causes of traffic crashes and in particular 
fatalities. 

Your speed helps determine how much 
time you have available to react to a traffic 
situation, the less speed you are travelling at 
the greater your opportunity to spot hazards 
and react in time to it.  

The speed limits in Yarloop and 
Cookernup are 50 kilometres per hour 
unless there are speed signs indicating 
otherwise. 

Richard and I have been using our own 
moratorium on speeding within the townsites 
and issuing cautions accordingly. 

That is over and now, the expectation on 
the community by us is, you won’t speed! 

The preferred course of action is now, the 
issuance of infringements for motorists 
detected speeding within the townsites. 

 
CRIME:   There have been several 

matters attended to by Richard and I over 
recent weeks.  We have made several arrests 
and summonses including the following. 
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1 Male with possess Cannibis, Possess 
Smoking Implement and No Drivers 
Licence. 

1 Male with Going Armed in Public To 
Cause Fear. 

1 Male with Assault Causing Bodily 
Harm. 

1 Male with No Driver’s Licence, Excess 
0.05%. 

1 Male with Refusing to Provide His 
Details. 

We had the great misfortune to attend 
a fire in the vacant land to the south of 
Johnston Road on Friday 16th January. 

Mysteriously this fire erupted on three 
further occasions over the next few days 
and there is no doubt that it was started 
deliberately. 

The fires were attended to and 
extinguished most proficiently by a great 
many firefighters. 

Whilst the actions of the fire-fighters is 
commendable, the actions of the person 
who started these fires is completely 
insane! 

I say to that person, 
“How dare you put the lives of our fire

-fighters in danger?” 
“How dare you put the lives of those 

people living in the area in danger?” 
“How dare you put the lives of 

surrounding residents and their 
livelihoods in danger?” 

“You are pathetic!”  (Cont/d Page 3) 

YARLOOP POLICE NEWS 
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EDITORIAL 
Within Australia many groups have migrated 

here from other countries.  We, born-and-bred 
Australians are not given any say in whom we 
are expected to welcome as, perhaps a neighbour 
or as just another statistic that will increase our 
population. 

For the people of many of these groups, again, 
we the born-and-bred and the long-established 
Australians welcome them and are glad they are 
here to help our nation prosper both financially, 
morally and socially. 

However, sad to say there are some groups 
that are here that are made up of people who 
have ulterior motives in being here.  These 
groups and people should not be here.  These are 
the people who are allowed into Australia to 
bring with them their putred and toxic social 
philosophies that pollute the mind of their own 
children along with an endeavour to spread their 
system of belief among  Australians. Because we 
have enough violence being generated here by 
such influences and behaviour already ingrained 
here by those already tainted with violence, these 
are problems we can well do without. 

A problem we recently heard comes from 
people from other countries who preach or voice 
the obscenity that it is quite permissible for a 
man to beat a woman.  Any man who mouths 
such obscene statements should be nailed into a 
wooden crate 10 sizes smaller than him and put 
on a ship that is likely to sink before it reaches 
the country he first came from.    

The other problem is the groups from 
different factions of overseas countries in close 
proximity to each other that come here and carry 
on their hates and social differences and vent 
their violence against each other in violent scenes 
of mayhem.  These undesirable elements are a 
threat to the freedom and peace of their own 
country, yet, are allowed here (Cont/d next Page)         

Mr Geoff Cattach recipient of  
‘Australian of the Year Award’ (See  

Page 6 this Journal 

Charity must begin at home.  Once 
well established at home it will 
radiate outward, irrepressible, into 
all that we touch, handle, speak, 
and work, ever kindling new light 
by incalculable contagion, 
spreading in geometric ration far 
and wide, doing only good 
wherever it spreads its influence.  
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To the Editor 
Yarloop Yarning.   
Yarloop Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 

Support Group. The regular fortnightly 
meetings for 2009 resumed on Friday the 16th 
of January and will continue to be held at the 
Yarloop Fire Shed every second week.  Our 
“Member from Perth” was present, and once 
again walked away with a win in the chook 
raffle!! 

The next suggested outing for Members is 
to the Mandurah Croquet Club, and as this 
facility is over the road from the new home of 
our member Val Armstrong and her husband 
Neil, we are hoping to visit there before Val 
and Neil depart on their planned cruise in 
March.  It is also hoped that following this, 
the Croquet Club Members will come to 
Yarloop for an indoor sports afternoon at the 
Fire Shed. 

Several years ago an “Indoor Sports 
Day” was an annual event on the social 
calendar for the Support Group, along with 
other activities, which for various reasons no 
longer occur.  The biggest disappointment is 
the disbanding of the Waroona Theatre 
Group, which entertained the district so 
successfully for many years and was a much 
looked forward to outing by our members. 

As our Membership is now greatly 
depleted, and all committee positions being 
filled by just two people, it would seem the 
Group is destined to collapse unless others 
step forward.  New people in town are 
invited to come along to see what we have 
been trying to achieve over the years, and 
maybe come up with some new ideas for the 
future.  YVBFBSG was formed to raise 
money to assist the Yarloop Community. 

Yours Faithfully Bevan Delaney 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

NOTICE 
The Yarloop Post Office wishes to inform local people and others that the new issue 
of the directory, ‘The Local Link’ is obtainable free from the Yarloop Post Office, 

Railway Parade, Yarloop.  The directory has local and district maps.    
The Post Office also brings to your notice that the ‘Harvey Mail’ newspaper is now 

available from the Post Office. 

The gift Shop at the 
Yarloop Workshops 
where Dawn and Val 
w o r k  c l e a n i n g , 
serving, arranging, and 
welcoming the tourists 
and visitors to the 
Historical Yarloop 
Workshops Complex..  
At present there is a 
good quantity of Karri 
honey, and home-
made jams and pickles 
available. 
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When I was a lad, well, 15 or 16, I discovered 
an author I absolutely admired.  John Wyndham.  
He wrote books I could really relate to.  More 
science possible than Science fiction.  You must 
realize the times in which we lived.  The Second 
World War was still vividly in the memories of 
people, the Korean War was lingering,  Hungary 
had just been over-run by Russia.  A-bombs had 
been used and fear of their spread was a real 
living nightmare.  Scientists were tinkering with 
everything, and Chemical ‘cures’ for all 
mankind’s problems were actually being used! 

John Wyndham wrote about them, not as a 
scientist, but as some poor normal human being 
having his life totally turned upside down by 
some even over which he had no concept of its 
existence. 

I speak about ‘The Day of the Triffids’, 
where beings land in the oceans, and engineer 
the melting of the ice-caps, causing climate 
change.  Events we are going through today, 
remarkably accurately.  Reading this particular 
book was one of the reasons I chose to come to 
Yarloop.  I am located above the 100 feet above 
sea level line, which was  fifties’ calculation for 
the sea level rise with ice-caps, glaciers, and 
mountain snow melts. I speak about ‘The 
Outward Urge’, where he discusses man’s urge 
to expand his physical horizons. 

I speak about ‘The Midwich Cuckoos’ and 
‘The Chrysalids’, where he explores the 
possibility of mankind developing the power to 
mentally communicate and co-operate for mutual 
benefit.  There are others, but you get the gist? 

I also discovered a book called ‘Earth 
Abides’ by George R. Stewart, about a 
catastrophy caused by the escape of a genetically 
modified disease that decimated the world 
population, and the aftermath, where the few 
survivors try to adjust to a world where all the 
technology is useless because none of the experts 
survive.  The problems people had in coping 
with the shock, both societally (sic) and 
mentally.  An example is a textual quote  ‘The 
people who live in any generation do much, he 
realized, either to create or solve the problems 

for the people who come in the generations 
later.’  Pretty heavy stuff for a teenager-eh? 

As you can see, I had a particular bent, 
mainly about how to cope with events over 
which you have very little control.  I think 
this one reason I was able to cope so well 
with ‘Tracy’, the cyclone that hit Darwin in 
1974.  Some of my friends thought I was a 
little mad when I suggested that it was an 
ideal time to hold an exercise, as that was 
how I envisaged the aftermath of 19th 
February 1942 would have been.  I saw that 
my family was ok, and went to work.  I 
could write a book about that place and 
time, but enough others have done so, and 
nobody believes them, so why bother? 

Well, I see in the Sunday Times, 2nd 
November 2008, that the ‘authorities’ have 
finally admitted a link between our 
multinational neighbour and health 
problems in the community.  I make no 
accusations, but there have been rumblings 
about genetic disorders like, spontaneous 
abortions, ands second-generation 
deformities in local dairy herds etc.  
Climate change is real, and happening.  A 
thought popped into my mind; 

Life as we understand it, originally 
crawled out of the oceans millions of years 
ago, and it wasn’t until after the dinosaurs 
were extinct that mankind developed.  What 
if the world of man is at risk, and a new life
-form is being chemically induced to form; 
is even mutating?  Is the attached 
photograph possibly the first known 
mutation of vegetable matter, taking its first 
tentative steps towards global domination? 

IT MAKES YOU WONDER (By Bevan Delaney) 
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(Cont/d from PageOne[Police News]) 
GENERAL:  We have attended 15 jobs 

within the townsite 
Some of those jobs relate to noisy music 

coming from private residences. 
One member of the community actually 

told me that because we are in a small 
community it shouldn’t matter that loud 
music is played. Wrong! 

Have some thoughts about your 
neighbours, their children, the age and 
infirmity or their responsibility to get up each 
morning and go to work. 

Not only is the playing of loud music and 
obnoxious behaviour in the night annoying, it 
is also unlawful. 

Section 81 of the Environmental 
Protection Act in part states: 

At the fence line of the premises where 
the noise is being received, (your neighbour) 
between the hours of – 0700 – 1900 noise 
should not exceed that emitted by a standard 
garden appliance. (Lawnmower, whipper-
snipper etc) 

1900 – 2200 noise should not exceed raised 
voices. (Not shouting). 

2200 – 0700 noise should not exceed 
normal speaking voices and after midnight 
music should not be clearly audible. 

A Police Officer may give directions to any 
person with regard to noise emitted from any 
premises and it is an offence for any person, 
without reasonable excuse, to fail to comply 
with that direction. 

A direction given by a Police Officer 
remains in force for seven days unless revoked 
earlier by an authorized person or  Police 
Officer who gave the direction. 

Police may, without warrant, enter and 
seize any equipment from which the noise is 
being emitted should the occupier or any other 
person in the premises fail to comply with the 
direction given. 

Interestingly, should a person be charged 
with failing to comply with the direction they 
may be fined $25,000, a pretty hefty price to 
pay. 

 
AVDACIBVS IMPONERE LEGES 

(From previous page) to the downfall of 
the Australian social system, under the 
guise that Australian is a nation of 
‘freedom of speech and expression’  The 
greater abomination of both these social 

problems is that they are allowed by our 
governments of both persuasions to 
remain in this country to continue to 
breed their violence and hatred! 

 

HONEY 
Science says that though honey contains 

trace amounts of minerals and B vitamins, 
there is not much more nutrition in it than 
ordinary table sugar.  However, many say 
there is just something special about the 
power of it, and it can’t be compared to 
sugar in any way. Honey has been found in 
the pyramids of ancient Egypt that is as good 
as the day it was put there thousands of years 
before.  The ancient Egyptians used honey in 
101 ways, both as an internal medicine and 
in external applications of healing.   

Many food experts of today, say that 

honey will help to ease the discomfort of 
indigestion.  That honey helps in the relief and 
cure of stomach ulcers.  That it is a reliable help 
in many other stomach complaints. 

The ancient Egyptians used honey poultices 
on bruises, for the healing of cuts and open 
wounds, for ulcerated mouths and skin. 

Olives were also preserved in pure honey for 
any number of years desired.  Drinks and liquid 
medicines using honey and herbs have been 
made by different races of people over the past 
hundreds of years.  In all, honey is one of those 
things whereby one just has to say,  ‘if it hasn’t 
anything good in it, it sure can’t have anything 
bad!’   
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YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS 
So another year begins and as we look 

forward to a brighter year than that which 
recently ended, I am hoping to discover some 
new and also other on-going projects suitable 
to use in a Tidy Towns Sustainable 
Communities submission for 2009. 

Many people will have read the Shire of 
Harvey ‘4 o’clock Report’ that included a 
notice regarding ‘Tidy Towns’, in the 20th of 
January edition of the Harvey Reporter.  I 
wonder if Yarloop’s achievement in receiving 
the ‘Enhancing Cultural Identity Award’ two 
years in succession has sparked an interest 
from the Shire Council.   This would be really 
great, as apart from possibly encouraging other 
towns to participate, we may now receive 
assistance from them for future projects in 
Yarloop. 

Waroona Shire Council supports the ‘Tidy 
Towns’ effort that is due mainly to the efforts 
of two local ladies.  They collect and collate 
the project data provided by different 
organizations in the town and then submit the 
completed portfolio to the Keep Australia 

Beautiful Council on behalf of the 
community, and this is what I have been 
doing here in Yarloop!  In 2008 Waroona 
won the South West regional ‘Water 
Conservation Award’ thanks to ‘water-wise 
projects’ at the local school and the cricket 
club ground. 

During the last two years I have been 
hopeful of generating more interest in our 
community for this worthwhile endeavour, 
but apart from YARAR continuing their 
work around town, some things done via the 
Townscape Committee and the Workshops 
on-going restoration, there hasn’t been a lot 
happening. 

Katherine Shaw from the local Primary 
school (I used their new playground) as a 
community project last year) is interested in 
initiating a ‘water-wise project’ similar to 
that undertaken in Waroona and also for the 
children to establish a community garden.  I 
now have my fingers crossed that these 
plans will become a reality.   Another 
pro jec t  tha t  (See  nex t  Page)         

NOTICE 
 

CONAIR AIR 
CONDITIONING 

HARVEY WA. 
Supply and Install, or 

Install only 
New staff!  Ann, Geoff 

Russel, Nicole, and 
Anna! 

Phone: 97291825 or 
Mobile: 0438699895 

 
(This Journal can fully 
recommend this firm as 
fully professional in the 

application of their 
trade.) 
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SCHOOL DAYS (By Dawn Pitts) 

It won’t be long before all schoolchildren 
will have returned to school for the new 
school year.  In seeing some going off the 
other day, it reminded me of my own school 
days in a country town back in 1950; sixty 
years ago. 

Back then, the first day at school was 
always exciting and looked forward to with 
much enthusiasm.  Again we would meet up 
with friends we had not seen for the summer 
holidays that lasted for 7-weeks.  

  Back then money was scarce and in the 
family, and ours was not an isolated case for 
all families were struggling financially.  So 
nothing has changed in that area.  

Our books were all new and had been 
covered in brown paper and the edges glued 
with glue made from plain flour mixed to a 
paste and boiling water added to cook it.  NO 
Kidding!  We even cut out pictures from 
magazines to put on both the back and front 
covers and with much care wrote our names 
with our class number  and subject neatly 
beneath on the front cover.  The first year at 
school was Infants therefore our second year 
at school was class 1 through to class 7 and 
then you went to high school for classes 8-9 
before sitting for your Junior Certificate.  
After our 3-mile walk to school on a 
summer’s morning the first stop was the rain 
water tank and a drink of cool water, hoping 
of course that the wrigglies (mosquito larvae) 
were absent from the mug. (Dad always put 
kerosene on the top of the water so as to stop 
the larvae from piercing the surface of the 
water to breathe and therefore they would be 
dead when they reached the mug or glass.  
We never got sick so it did us no harm.) 

Most years in the small one-teacher 
school at Argyle (between Boyanup and 
Donnybrook) they remained for several years 
and we made friends with him and his wife 
and family until they were transferred to the 
next posting.  Then when I was at high school 
in Donnybrook, the same applied, but we 

then knew if the next year’s teacher for 
whatever class we were going into was 
‘good’ or ‘bad’.  Of course this was only in 
the children’s eyes, for our parents were 
guided by our progress from year to year, not 
our likes or dislikes of those teaching us.   

Would you believe that when I was in 
high school I could not study general 
science?  Why?  Because I’m a girl!   

Of course that is not the case today for all 
students are free to take all subjects available 
in the education department’s curriculum.  

  The only computers we had were our 
brains and we were expected to use them in 
spelling and mental arithmetic.  Sadly these 
subjects are my weakest but I can add up 
with out a calculator and I always check it to 
make sure I get the same answer twice.  As 
for spelling I use a dictionary if in doubt.  
And now, as an author, a thesaurus is one of 
my treasured books.  

We had to learn our times tables by 
repetition saying them over and over again 
until we knew them off by heart. 

Biros and texture pens are a vast 
improvement on the nib and ink well we 
used and the coloured pencils.   

So as you start the New Year in school 
with new or familiar teachers, as well as new 
friends who could be so for a lifetime, 
remember to work hard and learn well to 
make not only yourself proud of your 
achievements, but your parents as well.    

STEAM DAY 
COME TRY CARMEL’S 

TRADITIONAL BAKED DINNERS 
AT THE CABIN RESTAURANT. 

OR  
THERE IS A BOARD MENU FOR 

YOU TO CHOOSE FROM.  
SECOND SUNDAY IN MARCH 2009  
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WORKSHOP HAPPENINGS (By Dawn Pitts) 
As Geoff and Val Fortune and I are 

early risers to keep ahead of our busy workload 
many of the 15 – 18 hours we are awake is 
devoted to writing, typing or publishing in 
some form or another.  This is before we go to 
Yarloop each day, and when we return at 5 
o’clock.  Until the caretaker’s arrival, at least 
ten or more hours of the day are devoted to the 
Yarloop Workshops in some way.  We as 
volunteers are fully committed to the complex.  

Volunteers are a weird mob.  The pay 
is zilch. Yet thousands around the state and 
millions around the world are volunteers, so 
we are not alone.  There are costs involved for 
suitable clothing and travelling, as in a paid 
job. Yet volunteers save the community and 
business’ millions of dollars a year.   On a 
rough estimation the Steam Men, if they were 
to be paid $30.00 an hour would work out (for 
the eight hours work they do) to $1,200 per 
steam day and for the 8 months that they 
volunteer their time each year, $10,800.  Some 
non profit organisations use such calculations 
for auditing to give the true worth of their 
group of hobbyists.  Using the same 
calculations for those in the Gift Shop.  For 9 
months, and bearing in mind that one, two or 
three have been volunteering time each day 
savings to the Workshops is a minimum of 
$29,400.  Such is the monetary worth of 
volunteers. I worked this out by estimating our 
worth at $20.00 per hour and only used one 
person per day for half of the time and two the 
second half.  Many times the three of us are 
working in the Gift Shop or associated areas, 
working as tour guides or cleaners.  So never 
under estimate the of volunteers    

This month we had a visit from an 
enthusiastic young man, Aaron Mead, from 
BBC Films an Australian Company who have 
engaged him to make a film for tourism titled, 
SEE AUSTRALIA while you’re young.  He 
has 6-years to make it and is covering every 
interesting site in the nation.  He was 
absolutely blown away with the Yarloop 

Workshops and hopes to return on the 
March Steam Day to add footage to the 
film.    NEW CARETAKERS:  Our New 
Caretakers – Hugh and Marilyn ….are 
most welcome indeed and have begun their 
duties.  We hope they enjoy being part of 
the team working at the Yarloop 
Workshops, and we wish them well.  They 
will be living in their mobile home for a 
week or so as the ‘Doctor’s House’ where 
they will be staying, has a few little jobs 
being completed on it. WORKSHOPS 
VOLUNTEERS:  Tom Kealley and Peter 
Cove are both about 80-years young and 
love coming down to Yarloop to work on 
the yellow lathe in the Machine Shop.  It is 
situated on the right hand side of the 
Machine Shop just as you enter this large 
area and is partially tucked behind the door.  
Tom couldn’t believe his eyes when he first 
started to work on it for under the many 
coats of paint, stands the very machine that 
he worked on at Pemberton about 60-years 
back.  Both Tom and Peter arrive early, 
usually on a Tuesday morning laden with 
their lunch ready for a good day ‘at the 
office’, so-to-speak.  Although this lathe 
hasn’t worked for many years, both Tom 
and Peter are confident that they will get it 
going and could be used as a display by 
running it with a small electric motor.  Tom 
leaves from his home in Roleystone and 
picks Peter up from his home in Willetton 
before driving to the Workshops.  It is great 
to have these enthusiastic volunteers with us 
and enhancing the machinery we have on 
display here.  Thank you both for the work 
you are doing.  Our Steam House volunteers 
Colin, Roger, Wally and Robbie, have been 
active readying the boilers for our first 
Steam Day for 2009, which we are all 
looking forward to. Val Fortune provided a 
barbecue for the volunteers, which was 
prepared by Roger, who excels at it. May 
God Bless volunteers everywhere!!   
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(Cont/d from Previous page)  interests me 
was included in a submission for 2008 from 
one of the participating towns, and after 
speaking with Ian Willis from the 
Cookernup Community committee, I am 
now hopeful that we can get a project up 
and running.  First to ‘map’ the historic 

Cookernup Cemetery and also initiate a 
general clean-up before moving on with any 
other plans/ideas that may eventuate.  No 
doubt we will need help from the Shire of 
Harvey with this and any input from interested 
people will be greatly appreciated. Jan 
Delaney for Yarloop Tidy Towns. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Geoff, I am writing so the Yarloop 

Yarning readers will know that yesterday 
(22/1/2009) I received a ‘Congratulations’ 
card from a long-time resident now 
residing at Pam Corker House in Waroona.  
The card was for all the Tidy Towns Group 
saying ‘Congratulations on the Yarloop 
Award’.  Belated but none-the-less sincere, 
from Eva Tyler, a Yarloopian until the last 
breath. 

On behalf of all the people involved in 
our Tidy towns effort, I say, “Thank you 
Eva” for acknowledging our involvement.  
Your thoughts are appreciated. 

Eva is an old family friend and I have 
been posting the Journal to her each month 
during 2008.  she is extremely grateful and 
I quote from the note she sent me. ‘I 
particularly enjoy Geoff’s editorial.  He 
seems to have the ‘knack’ of hitting the nail 
on the head!  I also enjoy the medical page 

and of course what is ‘doing’ in the town.’  
She also sent a thank you for those that 

travel long distance to help the Yarloop 
Workshops.  A lovely thought from a lady 
who appreciates our efforts, and I shall ensure 
she continues to receive a copy of the Yarning 
each month during 2009.  Sincerely Jan 
Delaney, 22 Francklyn Road, Yarloop WA 
6218. 

NOTICE 
First Steam Day for 2009 is on the 

second Sunday in March and then the 
second Sunday of each month until 

November. 
 

GUIDED TOURS BY REAL LIVE 
TOUR GUIDES TO TELL ALL THE 

HISTORY 
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AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
(By DAWN PITTS) Our sincere 

congratulations go to the President of The 
Yarloop Workshops, Mr Geoff Cattach, on his 
nomination and consequent naming to be the 
recipient of the Order of Australia Medal.  
This has been awarded for Mr Cattach’s 
involvement over many years with the 
Children’s Leukaemia and Cancer Research 
Foundation of WA, for which he was a 
founder member in 1980.  In 1998 Mr Cattach 
was made a life member and received the 
Fiona Stanley Award in 2002 in recognition of 
his services to the foundation.  

Geoff was involved with The Yarloop 
Hospital Board for 22 years and was the 
Chairman of the board for the majority of 
those years.  He has always been a significant 
force at The Yarloop Workshops for many 
years in various positions including President 
and Treasurer over these years and is the 
current President of the Yarloop Workshops.  
He has been involved with the restoration of 
the Complex after Cyclone Alby almost blew 
it away in 1978 and after the scrap metal 
merchants took all they could before a 
restoration committee was formed in 1981 and 
what the tourist see is the result of many years 
of hard work by dozens of volunteers to 
become the Museum that tourist from around 
the world marvel at.  

Mr Cattach is a Rotarian and because of 
his dedication is a Rotary Paul Harris 
Fellow.   Over 30-years of dedicated service 
to the communities of both Harvey and 
Yarloop, Mr Cattach has been rewarded with 
awards in 1994 with the Shire of Harvey 
Meritorious Service Award and the Advance 
Australia Award, and he has other interest in 
the farming community through his 
association with the Australian Simmental 
Association for which he was a committee 
member for 26-years.  

We also send our congratulations to other 
citizens who were awarded certificates and 
medals on Australia Day.  From all at the 
Yarloop Workshops and the Yarloop 
Yarning, we wish you all well. 

Pat was at a friend’s funeral.  “Do you 
know what I’m going to tell you?”  he said 
to Mike.  “If that man was alive today, he 
would turn in his grave to see some of the 
people who came to his funeral.” 

There was the bloke whose doctor told 
him he was well into the complaint of ‘pub 
arthritis’.  “What do you mean, ‘pub arthri-
tis’, what’s that?” 

“Well, it’s like this,” said the doctor.  
“Every night you get stiff in a different 
joint.” 

11 
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE 

Open Mondays to Fridays 8 am to 4 pm 

We offer:  Social Work Service!  Financial Counselling!  Mental Health 
Services Counselling!  Child Health and Immunisation!  A visiting 

practitioner and a confidential needle and syringe programme. 
 

Suggestions for health-promoting groups and activities welcome!  For 
appointments for further information contact the Commonwealth Care Nurse 

or reception on Ph. 97822350 

YARLOOP DRAMA 
Over the years the ordinary little town of Yarloop has experienced a few dramatic events.  
In its lifetime there has been two major rail smashes at the Yarloop Station, no fatalities, a 
wartime dive-bomber aircraft crash (no fatalities) on the corner of Johnston Road and 
Station Street, five road deaths in vehicle crashes, a popular teen-age girl killed in a 
motorbike crash on Johnston Road.  Two historic hotels burnt down, two shops burnt 
down, The timber mill burnt to the ground twice and three houses burnt down.    
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(By Geoff Fortune)  It is interesting reading 
in this month’s POLICE NEWS, under the 
heading of traffic, to have the reminder brought 
home that the speed limit around Cookernup and 
Yarloop is 50 KMP, and it brings home thoughts 
of  a penalty I received for speeding in Yarloop 
when I was 8 years of age.  We always called the 
hill on Johnston Road, the Catholic Hill, because it 
began at the Catholic Church.  One day I had to go 
to the grocer for mum before school and was 
frightened I would be late.  I reckon I did the 
‘Catholic Hill’ at a 100 miles per hour (not K’s per 
hour).  Who should be coming up the post office 
road in his horse and sulky but Constable Potts 
(always addressed as such by us kids, and 
respected by him).  He followed me around to the 
grocers, waited near my bike, and gave me a good 
resounding smack over the ears (it is still smarting, 
not from the sting, but from the embarrassment), 
and said, “that was less painful than what would 
have happened if the passenger train was going to 
cross the road in front of you; or if you couldn’t 
take the corner because you were travelling too 
fast. I’m taking your bike for a week, and I want 

you to tell your father I gave you a good  clip over 
the ears (some clip, I must say), and if you didn’t 
tell him when I see him next and ask him, I’ll give 
you another one.”  Of course I had to tell dad, and I 
got two good cuts across the back of the legs from 
his belt. (Now, I can assure you they are still 
smarting, and definitely from the strapping.) 

I hated walking then, as I do now, and never 
went broke the speed limit again, not even when I 
got my special drivers’ licence at 13½ years, and in 
the 67½ years from the day Constable Fred wrote it 
out, and told me he’d do more than clip my ears if 
he saw me driving over 40 miles an hour, I have 
stayed pretty close to all traffic laws.  

If I saw Fred Potts in person today, I would 
shake his hand, and impress upon him how much I 
appreciated his discipline back then.  I often wish 
my father was still around to keep telling him how 
much I also appreciated his strict discipline.  I 
should thank these two and all the other responsible 
people who disciplined each other’s children in 
those days.  Well, I know  darn well that I should, 
for I am still alive. Aren’t I!      

A JOKE FOR OUR GOOD 
FRIEND PADDY 

Pat and Mick were 
climbing a mountain.  About 
halfway up they became very 
hot and thirsty.  “Ill tell you 
what,” said Pat.  “Let’s go 
down to that pub at the 
bottom, and we can climb the 
other half tomorrow.” 

“Is your father long 
dead?” Mike asked Pat. 

“Well,” said Pat.  “If he 
had lived until next Saturday 
he would have been dead a 
month last Tuesday!” 

Mike arrived home and 
told his wife he had got a 
bottle of whisky for nothing. 
“How come?” she asked. 

“Well, it was reduced from 
$10 to $5 so I got it with the 
$5 I saved. 

WE STILL KEEP KILLING OURSELVES 
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AN ANTI-SMOKING MESSAGE    
By Allan R. Handysides and Peter 

N. Landless 
According to the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) report on tobacco 
for 2008, a person dies because of tobacco 
usage, every six seconds.  Tobacco kills 
between a third and a half of all people 
who use it, and the 5 million who die each 
year from its consequences represents one 
tenth of all world deaths annually. 

Of the world’s current population, 500 
million will die of tobacco’s effects, and 
the Twenty-first century could witness 
tobacco killing one billion people. 

Secondhand smoke has serious health 
consequences. Some 46,000 cardiac 
deaths and 3,400 lung cancer deaths per 
year in the United States alone are 
attributed to secondhand tobacco smoke.  
The 200,000 episodes of childhood 
asthma, 71,900 pre-term deliveries, and 
24,500 low-birth-weight infants 
calculated to be the result of secondhand 
smoking in the United States surely give 
pause for reflection.Louis Pasteur (1822-
1895) said, “When meditating over a 

disease. I never think of finding a 
remedy for it, but instead, a means of 
preventing it.” 

Those interested in tobacco control 
should secure from WHO their 2008 
report on the global tobacco epidemic. 

Active participation at local 
government levels and with organized 
anti-smoking activities are much 
e n c o u r a g e d .  T h e  e f f e c t s  o f 
collaboration are much greater than 
isolated, uncoordinated action. 

An International Conference on 
Healthful Lifestyle and primary Care 
will be held in Geneva. WHO, 
Adventist Health Systems, Loma Linda 
University Medical Centre, the 
Adventist Relief Agency and the 
General Conference will be working 
together with representatives of other 
fait-based (sic) organizations to create 
collaborative strategies for a wide front 
of health initiatives. 

If you would like to be an agent for 
change for the better ,  watch 
www.health20-20.or(Cont/d next Page)         
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(From previous page) for 
more information.  All of 
us can be partners by 
adopt ing the  WHO 
strategy, seeking to 
empower governments, 
agencies, and local groups 
in the battle against 
tobacco.   

An elderly couple killed in a car accident arrived in 
heaven and St Peter took them on a tour of the facilities and 
showed them into their magnificent apartment.  “Here are 
the buttons you press if you need anything that your mind 
might imagine,” he said; “luscious food, trips anywhere in 
the universe, new cars; it’s all there!” 

When St Peter had gone the husband turned to his wife 
and growled; “Goodness me, Mabel, we could have been 
here years ago if you hadn’t made us give up smoking!” 

The finished product.  The inside of the rest area 
near Barrington-Knight Road and McDowell 
Street.  The floor has been concreted and vandal- 
proof  (we hope) two sets of tables and chairs have 
been fitted.  Great for visitors to the town. 

The lathe restorers Tom Keeley and 
Peter Cove great men, great volunteers. 
Thank you Tom and Peter. 


